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PEACEMAKER FORUMS – St. Mark’s Lutheran Church by The Narrows
PRESENTERS, FEBRUARY, 2011
2010 - Ms. Kim Ebert-Colella

The 2010 laureate, Kim Ebert-Colella, volunteers at Bryant Montessori School, a racially and economically diverse school in the Hilltop area of Tacoma.  She came to Tacoma as a Jesuit Volunteer and has continued to do peace work in all areas of her life.
Ms. Ebert-Colella started and continues to chair the Peace Committee at Bryant. The Committee, in partnership with "Pierce County Reads," raised $9,000 in 2008 to send to "Pennies for Peace," an organization which builds schools in remote regions of Pakistan and Afghanistan. Kim established Bryant Montessori School as an International Peace Site in 2009.
Each year, Kim helps the students at Bryant choose a peace-related theme for the year. In 2009-2010 the theme was: "Water: Peace in Every Drop." Partnered with NorwexTrue Clean (which originated in Norway), the students conserved water in their school by procuring rain barrels, which were decorated and installed around the school. Classes went on field trips to the Puget Creek watershed to learn the connection between sewer, ground water, and Puget Sound.  They provided opportunities for all the students in the school to learn about the impact of our storm drains on our watersheds and the salmon population

2009 David Alger

In the course of nearly thirty years as Executive Director of Associated Ministries, David Alger has worked tirelessly to build a local community that is humane, compassionate and just.  In choosing this man as this year’s laureate, the committee considered the many aspects of his work in the greater Tacoma area.  Rev. Alger, directing Associated Ministries, has been instrumental in the founding and growth of such agencies as the Pierce County AIDS Foundation, the Indochinese Culture and Service Center, the Shalom Center (focusing on Central American and Middle Eastern Peace), the South Sound Peace and Justice Center, the Pierce County Dispute Resolution Center, Faith Partners Against Family Violence, the Moments of Blessing program (services held to reclaim places where homicides have occurred), and the Hilltop Action Coalition.  

2007 Ron Vignec

In 1985, Pastor Vignec, known as "Pastor Ron" throughout Tacoma, founded the Salishan/Eastside Lutheran Mission. "Pastor Ron" played the key role in revitalizing the Salishan neighborhood in east Tacoma. Salishan is the largest federal housing project on the West Coast. It once was awash in violence, drugs, prostitution, and ethnic tensions, but his hard work has helped drop every measurable crime statistic in Salishan by more than half.

From the nomination form, submitted by Bill Lincoln and Louis Zubaly

Our nomination of Ron Pierre Vignec, known as Pastor Ron throughout Tacoma, takes note that his activities exemplify international peace work within diverse and often troubled communities as he creatively, persistently, effectively, and non-intrusively responds to the needs of citizens and non-citizens while striving to find ways to help them develop sustainable cultures of peace with justice.  Law enforcement, educators, news reporters, community organizations, non-profit agencies, businesses, as well as community, civic, and elected governmental leaders all know that.  Tacoma is not a world unto itself, but a “world at large.”  Indeed we together comprise one of our nation’s most diverse “broader communities.”  [Pastor and former Bishop David Wold] remarked, “Ron is my passport to world I have not known.”

People from all over the world have made Tacoma their home, often coming from war-torn regions or from extreme poverty.  If we want peace in the world, we need to strive for peace with justice at home as well, particularly in concert with persons of different cultures and beliefs.  For years in Pastor Ron we have had among us a true peace worker who deals with global problems on our local scenes.  There is no more meaningful way to honor this man and his work than to present him with the 2007 Greater Tacoma Peace Prize.

2006 William F. Lincoln
Conflict Resolution, Research and Resource Institute
The mission of Conflict Resolution, Research and Resource Institute* (CRI): to teach and practice the prevention, management and resolution of conflict in the community, the nation and the world through the utilization of time-tested theories, processes and techniques which ensure equitable, practical and lasting agreements.  
Just a few examples of their work include the following:

· Settling of a dispute between community, city and natural resources and wildlife representatives  in the upper Kittitas County here in Washington state

· Collaborative negotiations, training and mediation education for the Central American region and key groups of the population in San Jose, Costa Rica

· Development of the Sudan-American Program for Peace (S-APP) in association with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Sudan council of Churches

· Practical experience in negotiation and facilitation on a project with the Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights in Warsaw, Poland

· Long-term collaboration on the subjects of conflict prevention, management and resolution with organizations like the Russian-American Program on Conflictology at St. Petersburg, Russia
*The Conflict Resolution, Research, and Resource Institute (CRI) was officially terminated on June 30, 2009 by founder and Executive Director Bill Lincoln and the Board of Directors. Its former activities and credibility have been enveloped into The Lincoln Institute.

Four Greater Tacoma Peace Prize Laureates accepted an invitation to speak on a Sunday in February of 2011 and answer questions about their work for peace.








